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INTRODUCTION


The Beatitudes are among the most memorized passages in the Bible. They have a pure, lofty air about them and make us feel good as we read them. They seem to exude hope and give confidence to the Child of God caught up in a dingy world that tries to thwart every effort on our part to live for God. Each of the Beatitudes begins with the word “Blessed.” The word is sometimes translated “Happy,” but it means far more than that. Perhaps, it should be translated as “happy and worthy of great praise.” Let us examine these Beatitudes.

I.
WHO ARE THE BLESSED?

1.
The Poor in Spirit: So lacking in spiritual merit that only God can save them.
2.
Those Who Mourn: So wounded by events or loss that they cannot hide their pain.
3.
The Meek: So sinful that they must willingly submit to God’s greatness.
4.
Those Who Hunger/Thirst for Righteousness: So empty that only God can satisfy.
5.
The Merciful: So loving others that we sympathize with them when they hurt.
6.
The Pure in Heart: So loving God that they will not even think evil thoughts.
7.
The Peacemakers: So loving peace that they desire that all persons may enjoy it.
Note that these people are blessed (present tense) and will be blessed (future blessing promised). All of these are to be qualities, or characteristics, of a Child of God. The world may see these qualities as undesirable, but God honors them with His blessings.
II.
WHAT ARE THE BLESSINGS?

1. The Kingdom of God exists for persons with these qualities.
2. They shall receive comfort.

3. They shall inherit the earth.

4. They shall be filled spiritually.

5. They shall receive mercy.

6. They shall see God.

7. They shall be called the Sons of God.

All of these blessings come to those who are the blessed. They have these blessings now and in the future. The world thinks that such strange people are deserving of being taunted, lied about, and even persecuted. They cannot see beyond worldly standards, which are different from God’s standards.
CONCLUSION


The last Beatitude is about those persons who are persecuted. I have reserved that quality for the conclusion of today’s message, for it is given double emphasis—probably because it stands out as the most unlikely basis of blessing. When people insult, persecute, or lie about us with evil intention, instead of complaining or confronting, we are told that we should rejoice and be glad. Why? We will have great reward in Heaven. The world’s way is one of confrontation and of demands for justice. However, God’s way is better! He promises justice tempered with mercy (for us) plus eternal rewards in Heaven. Truly, the Child of God who lives as directed by God will be blessed and is greatly to be praised. Are you happy and worthy of great praise today? I pray that you are. If you are not, begin now to live God’s way.
“Change my heart, O God; make it ever true.

Change my heart, O God; May I be like You.

You are the Potter; I am the clay;

Mold me and make me; This is what I pray.

Change my heart, O God; Make it ever true.

Change my heart, O God; May I be like You.”
